
Strengths and Limitations of PATH

Strengths

• Cooperative, multi-agency process
• Internal review/debate focuses arguments & hypotheses
• Products peer-reviewed by external scientists
• Neutral facilitator and independent scientists
• Products available: www.bpa.gov/Environment/PATH

Limitations

• Multi-agency process – takes time to reach agreement
• Difficult to meet internal/external deadlines
• Limited resources (key personnel)
• Limited data for:

- Building models (e.g. spawner-recruit data)
- Testing hypotheses about past (e.g. marine survival)
- Testing hypotheses about future (e.g. drawdown)

• Modeled world ≠  real world   

• Factors not modeled:
- Behavioral, productivity, genetic interactions between

populations (e.g. straying)
- Quantity and quality of mainstem river habitat
- Hydrosystem impacts on estuary



Possible PATH tasks for remainder of 1999
(priorities under review by Implementation Team

Fall Chinook
- Refinement of preliminary analyses

Spring/Summer Chinook
- Update data (e.g. transport, spawner-recruit, SARs)
- Additional hypotheses (e.g. transportation extra

mortality, climate)
- New hypotheses (e.g. depensation)
- Effects of other H’s (Habitat, Harvest, Hatchery)

Experimental Management
- Identifying / evaluating possible actions

Mid-Columbia steelhead and spring chinook
- Assisting in development of quantitative analyses




